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of the. Mac and WindowsÂ .Canada's most important industry is no longer the

transportation sector. The heavily publicized energy sector has created well-
paying jobs for Canadians and Canadian companies alike. The average pay for

an energy worker in Canada is now $57.61 an hour, according to the most
recent statistics available from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. That's

nearly $20 more than the average hourly rate in our transportation sector. Not
too long ago, the same income would have fallen far short. The average hourly
pay in Canada's most important industry in 2016 was just $34.61. That's $10
less than the average hourly rate for transportation sector workers. But, at the
same time, the energy sector's growing importance is lifting wages across a

wide range of Canada's industries. The average hourly rate for a labour market
economist was $43.50 in 2016. That is more than double the average rate for a

labour force economist. We define labour force economists as those that do
what many Canadians think of when we consider economists - look at long-
term trends in labour markets. And, as we can see from the chart below, this

seemingly small change in the industry people are hired in has resulted in
dramatic wage gains. The average pay for all skilled workers in the Canadian
economy rose to $56.36 an hour in 2016. And while a remarkable 17 per cent

of energy workers are women, women in the sector still are paid just $56.13 an
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hour on average. So, while a wage gap exists in Canada, it's nowhere near as
bad as it was in decades past. 3e33713323
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