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shows and software.If you’ve been paying attention
at all to the league this year, you already know that
the Rockets are having a bit of a difference maker in
the point guard position. But that’s a bit of a surprise
to the team. Kevin McHale is the first person to note

that James Harden could be the “X” factor to the
team’s success. Harden has taken a huge step
forward in his sophomore season, dramatically
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improving his scoring and assisting. He’s also
improved his composure, and that has translated
into a more professional and mature play on the

court, which in turn has translated into fewer
frustrated and ineffective moments and much more
consistent and mature play. McHale thinks that the

gap between Harden and his role player
counterparts is closing. That is, if Harden can get
past some of the inherent issues with his court
awareness. “It’s not about scoring every single

game. It’s about doing the other things. He does a
really good job of that,” McHale told reporters after
the game (via the Houston Chronicle). “He’s really
starting to do the little things. He’s really getting to

the second and third level, and he’s got great hands.
He’s really starting to do all the little things that I

know have been in the back of my mind. “They told
me in the offseason that if he could do that, he’d be
a real handful for us. That, to me, is really what they
told me. That and the aggressiveness on the court.

He’s become much more of that. He’s become much
more comfortable out there. He’s become much

more of a leader. He’s got to develop his voice. That
voice is not going to be as loud out there as it is in

the
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