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explore the differing approaches to drug treatment for crack users in Ontario. Their focus is on three
problem areas: (a) the lack of research on the effectiveness of various drug treatment programs for
crack users; (b) drug treatment programs that are available to crack users but are not accessible to
a substantial proportion of them; and (c) the adequacy of drug treatment resources for people who

do get help from the drug treatment program. Their report makes a number of major claims: (a) that
the effectiveness of drug treatment programs for crack users is questionable; (b) that there is room

for improvement of existing drug treatment programs; and (c) that the total amount of funding
directed towards drug treatment programs is inadequate. Why are drug treatment programs for

crack users questioned? The first major claim they make in this report is that drug treatment
programs for crack users are ineffective because the results of such programs are often

disappointing. Many of these programs were established around the time of the introduction of the
drug treatment regime and major changes in drug policy in 1984. Although these programs are

supported by the Ontario government, they operate within the context of extensive punitive
treatment regimes, which became the norm for non-violent drug users in the mid-1980s. The authors
of this report point out that much of the research evidence on drug treatment programs is based on
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The second major claim is that the effectiveness of drug treatment programs for crack users is
questionable. In their view, the answer to this question should be 'yes', but problems arise from the
definition of 'effectiveness'. In the authors' view, the effectiveness of drug treatment programs is to
be judged against the interests of drug users and other society members. Only when these interests

are taken into account can we adequately assess how effective the drug treatment program is,
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